
Y5 Autumn Term 1 Knowledge Organiser 

Essential Question: How are humans around the world affecting the lives of animals? 

Previous Knowledge Key Vocabulary 

You may already know that: 

● Plastic pollution is the accumulation 

of plastic objects and particles in the 

Earth's environment that adversely 

affects wildlife, wildlife habitat, and 

humans.  

● Micro-plastic being less than 5mm in 

diameter. 

● Deforestation is destroying habitats.  

● Deforestation is detrimental for the 

wildlife within the Amazon however it 

is necessary for the local population to 

feed their families.  

● Comparison and contrast between 

rainforests and jungles.  

● That rainforests are all situated along 

the equator.  

● Know the names of the different 

layers of the rainforest- Emergent 

Layer, Canopy Layer, Understorey 

Layer and Forest Floor. 

● Be able to name creatures and plants 

that can be found in each layer.  

 

ecosystems a community of living things, together with their environment 

habitats the natural environment of an animal or plant 

biomes biomes are areas of our planet with similar climates, landscapes, animals 

and plants 

consumption the action of using up a resource 

toxins any poisonous substance that is produced by living cells or living 
organisms 

discovery something found or learned of for the first time a recent discovery. 

adaptation an adaptation is a special skill which helps an animal to survive and do 

everything it needs to do 

mortality the state or condition of being subject to death; mortal character, nature, 

or existence 

extinction  the act or process of becoming extinct; a coming to an end or dying out 

conserve to use or manage (natural resources) wisely; preserve; save 

niche this is the “job” or role an organism plays in its community 

food web is a group of food chains within an ecosystem 

resource is something that is found in nature and can be used by people 

poaching is the illegal hunting, killing or capturing of animals 

preserve to keep or save from injury, loss, or ruin; to protect 

vulnerability the quality or state of being exposed to the possibility of being attacked 

or harmed, either physically or emotionally 

critical as facing an extremely high risk of extinction in the wild 

threatened cause (someone or something) to be vulnerable or at risk; endanger 

endangered (of a species) seriously at risk of extinction 

 

 

 

https://www.dictionary.com/browse/death
https://www.dictionary.com/browse/mortal
https://www.dictionary.com/browse/extinct
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Extinction


Map:  Key Facts 

 

 South America is the fourth largest continent in size and the fifth largest in population.  

 It is located primarily in the Southern Hemisphere. 

  It is bordered by the Atlantic Ocean to the east and the Pacific Ocean to the west.  

 The geography of South America is dominated by the Andes Mountain Range and the Amazon 

River (second longest river in the world). 

  The Amazon rainforest is one of the world's most important natural resources and provides 

around six percent of the world's oxygen. 

 The Incan Civilization was a powerful empire that ruled much of western South America. 

  It built the beautiful mountain city of Machu Picchu which is one of the New Seven Wonders of 

the World.  

 Spain and Portugal colonised much of South America.  

 The colonies gained independence in the 1800's with the help of leaders such as Simon Bolivar 

and Jose de San Martin. 

  Much of South America still speaks Spanish or Portuguese as their primary language. 

 Brazil, the largest country in South America, is one of the world's top economies and plays an 

important role in world politics. 

 Bordering Bodies of Water: Pacific Ocean, Atlantic Ocean, Caribbean Sea. 

 

 Antarctica is the southernmost continent on Earth. 

 The South Pole is found in Antarctica. 

 Antarctica is surrounded by the Southern Ocean. 

 Antarctica is bigger than Europe and almost double the size of Australia. 

 Most of Antarctica is covered in ice over 1.6 kilometres thick (1 mile). 

 Because it experiences such little rain, Antarctica is considered a desert. 

 The coldest recorded temperature on Earth occurred in 1983 at Vostok Station, Antarctica, 

measuring a rather chilly −89.2 °C (−128.6 °F). 

 While humans don’t permanently reside in Antarctica, several thousand people live and work at 

various research facilities found on the continent. 

 While Antarctica features harsh living conditions, a number of plants and animals have adapted 

to survive and call the icy continent home. 

 Well known animals that live in Antarctica include penguins and seals. 

 The name ‘Antarctica’ comes from a Greek word meaning ‘opposite to the north’. 

 Around 90% of the ice on Earth is found in Antarctica. 
 Sea levels would rise around 60m (200ft) if all the ice in Antarctica were to melt. 
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