
Year 3 Autumn Term Knowledge Organiser                                            

Essential Question: Why is Africa such a diverse place to live? 

Previous Knowledge Key Vocabulary 

● Africa is one of the seven 

continents of the world. 

● There are 54 countries in Africa. 

It includes some of these 

countries: Egypt, South Africa, 

Kenya, Madagascar, Algeria. 

● It has the Indian Ocean to the 

East of the country and the 

Atlantic Ocean to the West of the 

country. 

● The longest river is the River 

Nile. 

● Mount Kilimanjaro in Tanzania is 

the highest mountain. 

● The Sahara in northern Africa is 

the largest hot desert in the 

world. 

Ancient Belonging to the very distant past and no longer in existence. 

Continent 

 

A large solid area of land 

Egyptians 

 

A native of ancient or modern Egypt, or a person of Egyptian 

descent. 

Equator The imaginary circle around earth 

 

Hieroglyphics 

 

A formal writing system used in ancient Egyptian times. 

Human features Things that are put on earth and are made by humans. Buildings, 

towns, parks, harbours etc. 

Ocean 
A huge body of salty water 

Physical features 
Things that are naturally on earth due to natural processes. Hills, 
mountains, volcanoes, rivers, beaches, trees etc 

Region 
An area, having definable characteristics but not always fixed 
boundaries. 

Rural 
Countryside, villages, away from towns and cities. 

Tropic of 

Cancer/Capricorn The Tropic of Cancer is the most northern latitude on the Earth 
where the sun can appear directly overhead. 



● In Africa, you will find some of 

the largest mammals on this 

planet. 

● The southernmost city in Africa is 

Cape Town in South Africa! 

The Tropic of Capricorn is the most southern latitude on the Earth 
where the sun can appear directly overhead. 

Urban 
Towns and cities.  

Map:  Key Facts 

 

 It is estimated that about 2,000 different languages are spoken on the African 
continent. 

 The deserts, jungles and plains of Africa are home to some of Earth’s most 
extraordinary animals. 

 More than half of the African continent is covered by grassland or savannah.  
 Northern Africa is home to the Sahara desert. 
 Central Africa has rainforests, high mountains and lakes 
 Southern Africa has a small coastal band. 
 A Pharaoh was the ruler in ancient times. 
 Tutankhamun was a king that ruled Egypt as a pharaoh. 
 Cleopatra was the queen if ancient Egypt. 
 Hieroglyphics were used to communicate through pictures and symbols instead of 

letters. 

 


